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Key features 

• First English-language book exploring Belgian football in 
this level of detail, and an insight into how Belgium have 
come to possess one of the world’s best teams 

• Wide appeal due to the quantity of Belgian players currently 
in the Premier League and at other top European clubs 

• Insight and interviews from people working inside various 
Belgian clubs and academies 

• Colour photo section brings to life the colourful characters 
who have graced Belgian football down the years 

• James is a freelance football writer who has written for 
FourFourTwo, The Guardian and World Soccer among many 
other publications and websites 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 Description 

In 2018, the Belgian national football team finished third in the FIFA World Cup and reached number one in the FIFA/Coca-Cola 
Men’s Rankings. With a squad boasting the likes of Eden Hazard, Kevin De Bruyne and Romelu Lukaku they possess some of the 
world’s best players. However, such success is more than a flash in the pan. This generation is just the latest wave of talent the nation has 
produced. The first book of its kind in English, Golden: Why Belgian Football is More Than One Generation is the definitive story of football 
in Belgium. It relives the sport’s growth and the European glories of Belgian clubs, charting their untold triumphs against the biggest 
names. It dives into the recent production of world-class players in its academies, amid the murkiness of financial irregularities and match-
fixing. It tells the tale of how a nation with a population of under 12 million has continued to make its mark on world football. 
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