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By Dave Proudlove 

Key features 

• Fascinating story of how industry helped fuel the growth 
and development of English football 

• Exclusive dialogue with those involved in football across 
post-industrial cities, towns and villages, including club 
officials, volunteers and supporters 

• David is the author of When the Circus Leaves Town: What 
Happens When Football Leaves Home, writes a weekly 
column for the North Staffordshire newspaper The 
Sentinel, and is a regular contributor to the Forgotten 
Football Clubs blog   

•  Photo selection, including colour pictures from David’s 
collection 

•  Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 Description 

What role has industry played in the growth and development of English football? What were the origins of some of the country’s 
most famous clubs? Do the links between industry and football still endure today? Work and Play: The Industrial Roots of English 
Football takes a look at the roots of some of English football’s most famous clubs, and how the relationship between industrial 
communities and football clubs still survives at a local level throughout the semi-professional and grassroots game. Writer David 
Proudlove visits post-industrial cities, towns and villages around the country examining the places and facilities – including 
grounds and former grounds – that sustain clubs that were born as works teams. He talks to supporters, volunteers and club 
officials, while sharing his own experiences, and celebrates the continued survival of these clubs in this fascinating exploration of 
the ties between football and industry.        

Details 

 
Publication: 21 October 2024 
Price: £16.99 
ISBN 13: 9781801507622 
Format: 216mm x 138mm 
Binding: Paperback 
Extent: 352 pages 
Category: Football 

Trade Orders to: 
 
Macmillan Distribution (MDL),  
Cromwell Place, International Business Park,  
Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 8YJ 
 
Telephone: 01256 302692 
Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 


